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INTRODUCTION 
Hello, my name is Danny. During my 4th semester at KEA studying Computer Science, I had 
the unique opportunity to spend a semester at Hanyang University ERICA in South Korea. 
 
During a gap year in 2019, I visited South Korea. I was struck by the convenience of everything 
- from the public transport to the lifestyle. It was an easy place to be, and that inspired me to 
consider studying there. 

 
Fast forward, I completed a semester at Hanyang 
University. 
By the Mme I arrived on February 22nd, 2023, the Covid-
19 restricMons had been liOed just a week prior. While 
the first couple of weeks were sMll had some of the 
pandemic's residual effects, they soon vanished, and 
life resumed to a new normal. 
 

In this report, I've shared the realiMes of the university life, the academics, and the bits of 
wisdom I gained along the way. 
 

Academics: A Different Approach 
Applying for Hanyang University was iniMally overwhelming. The selecMon of classes was 
based on a first-come-first-served system, requiring you to be up at night (in Denmark Mme) 
to apply. For the Survival Korean class, there was a separate applicaMon process via a survey 
link. I also had to ensure that my class schedules did not overlap. 
 
IniMally, I intended to enroll in six courses - Computer Networks, Basic IntroducMon to RoboMcs, 
Game Programming Language, Deep Learning, Systems Security, and Survival Korean - to 
complete my 30 ECTS credits. However, aOer consultaMons with my internaMonal coordinator, 
Anne Dibbern, we realized that only five courses were needed. 
 
Due to the first-come-first-serve system, I ended up taking Computer Networks and Game 
Programming Language from my iniMal list and got a spot in Computer Architecture and UX 
Design. AOer realizing I didn't meet the prerequisites for Computer Architecture, I switched 
to AI+X: IntroducMon to Data Science. Thus, my final list of courses was AI+X: IntroducMon to 
Data Science, Computer Networks, UX Design, Game Programming Language, and Survival 
Korean. 
 
 
 
 
 



Overview of my courses 
Game Programming Language 
I chose this course due to the hands-on opportunity it offered to create our own game 
throughout the semester. We learned C# and how to use Unity, which was fascinaMng but also 
very Mme-consuming, especially when working in a group with no prior experience. I'd 
recommend it to anyone interested in game development, but be prepared for the challenges 
that come with it. 
 
Computer Networks 
My interest in this course was sparked by our 'Technology' class during the 3rd semester at 
KEA. Having some prior knowledge proved useful, as the iniMal lectures might have been 
confusing without it. While the professor's English level made lectures a bit hard to 
comprehend, studying with classmates for midterms and the project, which involved socket 
programming in C/C++, helped me understand the course content beder. 
 
AI+X: Introduc<on to Data Science 
This course was unique, with lectures conducted online but watched in a physical classroom. 
We had weekly assignments that took up quite some Mme. Some things we’re quite interesMng, 
as we dove down into Machine Learning models, but I wouldn’t recommend the course, as 
many hours a week were spend on the weekly homework and assignments. 
 
UX Design 
IniMally, I assumed this course would focus on web design. However, it centered more on 
improving the city of Ansan. The lectures were in English, but student presentaMons were in 
Korean, which exempted non-Korean speaking students from presenMng. This was a unique 
experience, as we were presenMng to government officials. 
 
Survival Korean 
I highly recommend this course. The course itself turned out to be quite hard, as I was 
completely new to the language. Though, the basic words and phrases we learned proved to 
be useful and helped me understand daily conversaMons and interact with Koreans. 
 
 
  



Cultural Experiences and Fun: Not Just All Books and Exams 
Outside of the classroom, I got to do loads of cool stuff. ERICA campus is located in Ansan, a 
city with a lot to explore. From food markets, to parks and karaoke spots, there was always 
something to do. Korean cuisine is a whole new world of flavors, and outside of campus offers 
a lot of restaurants that's just waiMng to be discovered. 
 
My course schedule felt intense with classes held on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays, 
resulMng in long academic days. However, this allowed me to have an extended weekend from 
Thursday to Sunday. 
Even though it looked like I had lots of free Mme, my courses had overlapping projects, so I 
oOen spent much of my Mme on Thursdays and someMmes the weekends in the library. 
 
Spring Fes<val at Hanyang University ERICA 
In Korea, many universiMes hold a fesMval each semester. The biggest one is the Spring FesMval. 
At Hanyang University ERICA, our Spring FesMval lasted for three days. There were many food 
trucks and bars on the campus streets that were run by students. We also had concerts. 
 
For those interested, the Spring FesMval of 2023 had performances by HYNN, Lee San-hoon, 
10CM, HEIZE, Dynamic Duo, BTOB, and Aespa. 
 
Some universiMes, including ours, let people who are not students come to their fesMvals. If 
you ever see that PSY is performing at one of these, you should go. His performance was the 
best I have seen at any spring fesMval concert. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SeGling In: AccommodaIon and Living Expenses 
The dormitory life at Hanyang University ERICA, parMcularly at the CHANGEI dorm, comes 
highly recommended. It provides various faciliMes, from gyms to dining opMons, and is worth 
the slightly higher cost compared to other accommodaMon opMons. 
 
In terms of general expenses, budgeMng is essenMal as expenses can exceed iniMal esMmates 
due to travel and other unforeseen costs. Students are also advised to apply for various grants 
and scholarships, which can significantly ease financial pressures. 

A Global Network 
Studying abroad isn't just about the academics or cultural experiences, it's also about the 
people you meet along the way. I was lucky enough to connect with a diverse group of folks 
from all around the globe. This includes people from the Netherlands, Germany, Luxembourg, 
Hong Kong, Taiwan, China, France, Mexico, Indonesia, Ireland, England, Ukraine, Japan, and 
of course South Korea. Each one of us brought something unique to the table, and it was predy 
enlightening to see how different cultures approach problem-solving or express their creaMvity. 
Sharing thoughts, ideas, and even heated debates over late-night study sessions created 
bonds that were more like a family than just friends. 
 
Challenges: Overcoming the Unexpected 
Like any adventure, studying abroad came with its fair share of challenges too. The language 
barrier was definitely the biggest one. But that's the Survival Korean course was proven 
useful. Other than that, adjusMng to the differences in educaMonal system and lifestyle was 
also a bit of a ride. The late-night study culture was a shock at first, but I eventually got the 
hang of it and enjoy the memories I have of them. 
 

Financial Support During My Exchange Program 
SU and Erasmus Support 
During my Mme abroad in South Korea, I conMnued receiving Student Support (SU) from 
Denmark. This is a monthly financial aid provided to students for living expenses. On top of 
the SU, I also received financial support from the Erasmus+ program, totaling to approximately 
16,500DKK. The Erasmus+ program provides scholarships to students parMcipaMng in 
internaMonal exchanges within its network, thereby easing the financial burden and making it 
more accessible to experience diverse cultures and educaMon systems. 
 
Applying for Grants 
While being busy with my exam project and applicaMon process for the exchange program, I 
didn't have much Mme to dedicate to applying for addiMonal grants. However, it's something 
I'd highly recommend that you do. The more financial aid you can get, the more you can 
immerse yourself in the local culture and parMcipate in various acMviMes without financial 
restraints. I was fortunate to apply to the Knud Højgaards Fond, a grant that I ulMmately 
received. This grant was invaluable, making it possible for me to join my friends on numerous 
trips, truly enhancing my overall exchange experience. Therefore, I strongly encourage future 
exchange students to set aside Mme to apply for as many grants as possible. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advice if you plan to go to South Korea 
ARC 
You should try to get your ARC (Alien RegistraMon Card) as soon as possible. This card lets you 
travel outside of Korea and come back in again. It also allows you to open a Korean bank 
account. This can be handy because it makes it easier to buy things online from places like 
Coupang, which is like Amazon in Korea. It also helps you order food, reserve tables at 
restaurants and more. There will likely be Mmes when you'll need a Korean bank account, so 
it's a good idea to get one. 
 
Apps that you should download: 
Papagoo: This is a translaMon app that oOen works beder for Korean than Google Translate 
does. I do however recommend Google Translate for its live-translaMon feature. 
 
NaverMap or KakaoMap: Google Maps doesn't do a great job in Korea. So, I suggest you use 
these apps. They are like the Korean version of Google Maps. NaverMap is my top choice 
because it is in English.  
 
KakaoTalk: This is a messenger app that is widely used in South Korea. You will most likely use 
it with the Koreans that you meet during your exchange. 
 
WhatsApp: It seems that most exchange students use WhatsApp to chat. Back home in 
Denmark, we oOen use Messenger. But outside of Denmark, WhatsApp is more popular. 
 
KakaoTaxi: This is an app for calling taxis. It works well and is easy to use. It's a lot like Uber. 
 
YPT - Yeolpumta: This app helps you keep track of how much Mme you spend studying. 
 



Scooters 
The university campus is quite large, so being able to use scooters has saved me from being 
late to class many Mmes. If you have a foreign driver's license, you can use scooter apps like: 
SWING, beam, Bird, and SsingSsing (씽씽).  
 
If you like to ride bikes, you can rent them from SWING and Kakao T. Kakao T even lets you pay 
with Paypal. 
 
Conclusion 
While South Korea can pose some cultural challenges, the experiences of campus life, 
including parMcipaMng in clubs and social events, more than compensate for them. 
AddiMonally, living in a dormitory can significantly enhance the overall study abroad 
experience. It offers much greater opportuniMes for interacMons, which can lead to stronger 
friendships. 
 
In a nutshell, my study abroad journey at Hanyang University ERICA was filled with academic 
and cultural learning, personal growth, and some good old fun. So, if you're considering this 
opportunity, I say, "Go for it!". 
 

Appendix 
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